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O 
ne of the prob-
lems of living in a 
wonderful world 
that is free from 

war and hostility in our immediate 
environs, where we are free to have 
what we need and want, where we 
can pretty much determine what 
our future lives will be, is that we 
have it too good. We can be so 
caught up in all that we can be and 
will be and would like to be that we 
lose sight of what is really impor-
tant. 
 What is really important is what we call 
our personal spiritualityτthe relationship 
that we have with God, and for us with God 
through Jesus Christ according to the Roman 
Catholic tradition. 
 As we enter this time of year in which 
we witness the coming of our God through 
Jesus to earth, we must turn our thoughts to 
our personal spirituality even as we enjoy 
our comfortable surroundings. What is spiri-
tually important for us as we move into the 
Advent and Christmas liturgical seasons? 
 As I always do, my thoughts turn to the 

media, and what it teaches us. May I sug-
gest a meditation on a song and another 
one, with a movie. 
 

The Song: 
 ά¦ǎŜ {ƻƳŜōƻŘȅέ 
 The song has been the number one 
song in our country the past couple of 
months from a group called Kings of Leon, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴƎ ά¦ǎŜ {ƻƳŜōƻŘȅΦέ L ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ 
it as a cry for help of the person in the song 
to anyone who will listen. It can easily be 
interpreted as the cry of modern man and 
woman for someone who will guide them as 
they work in a world that sometimes is too 
complicated. 
 ϦLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊƻŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣϦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
begins their song, "always looking down at 
all I see. You know that I could use some-
body, someone like you, and all you know 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƳŀƪŜ 
ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΦέ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ L 
ǊƻŀƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ άƭƻƻƪ 
Řƻǿƴέ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
makes sense if we feel better than someone 
else. Even as we do it, however, we know 
that we are the ones who need the help. We 
know that we could use somebody like a 

(Continued on page 2) 
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God who understands, someone who 
has a lot to offer with all He knows 
and how He speaks. We need some-
body like our God. 
 And the essence of Christian joy 
is that we already have such a God. 
God has become one of us, and He is 
noticing us, urging us to put on the 
easy yoke that He suggests, and fol-
low Him because He is the way, the 
truth and the life. The Christ Child of 
this season is the statement by God 
that God has already listened to our 
cry. We do not even have to ask 
where He is. We celebrate His pres-
ence here and now; all we have to do 
is turn our minds to Him. 
 

The Movie: 
ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎǎέ 
 And a movie? Many come to 
mind, but I may I suggest that you 
watch this one again, and you may 
have to take some time to do it be-
cause it comes to us in three different 

movies. I have called it the greatest 
movie of recent times, the trilogy of 
ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎǎΦέ 
 At the beginning of the first 
movie, the hobbit Frodo meets with a 
lady by the name of Galadriel who 
tells Frodo that even though he is 
small and inconsequential in the eyes 
of those who make war and keep 
peace, he is still important, and will 
even change the course of the future. 
He does it by taking upon himself the 
responsibility of eradicating evil as he 
knew it, symbolized by the ring that 
Frodo was to destroy. 
 Applying it to this season, we 
think of the movie in this manner. 
What was the foundational differ-
ence that Jesus made? Indeed, what 
difference did the hobbit Frodo of 
"The Lord of the Rings" make? Both 
were willing to accept the responsi-
bility of what had to be done. They 
knew what was necessary, and they 
did it. Their action is the message of 
maturity. Everyone of us in our own 

ways can accomplish things that 
make our worlds better. We can help 
others, we can listen to their pains, 
we can provide opportunities for 
growth, we can visit those in need. In 
short, we can accomplish great things 
in a small way in the worlds in which 
we function. Our world really can be 
better, and it can be better because 
of what we do. 
 We live in a world that God cre-
ated, that God redeemed, and that 
God continues to sanctify. But we are 
selfish. We want what we want. It 
takes a strong effort to conquer the 
human selfishness, the human evil 
around us, the human evil within our 
own hearts. But like Frodo, Sam, Gan-
ŘŀƭŦΣ !ǊŀƎƻǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎǎΣέ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴΣ ǿŜ 
can conquer. We believe that Jesus 
has gone before us preparing the 
way, showing us how to conquer the 
evil. It is up to us to follow him. And if 
we do, salvation will be ours. Such is 
our Christian joy. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Joy (cont.) 

Daughters of Isabella Installation  

On October 25, Saint Fidelis D of I Circle #364 hosted five area circles of the Daughters of Isabella for their installation of 
officers. Circles participating were from Plainville, Hays, Gorham, Wilson, and Victoria. Also present were five members 
from the State level of the Daughters of Isabella. Members of each circle were installed into their offices. After the ceremony 
at St. Fidelis Church, the Victoria Daughters of Isabella treated the ladies to a salad luncheon in the grade school cafeteria.  
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St. Boniface 

T  
he annual par-
ish picnic at St. 
Boniface was 
held on Sunday, 

August 16. The event started 
with parishioners gathering 

around 4:00 in the after-
noon and visiting for a while 
before supper. A potluck sup-
per was enjoyed by all at 5:30. 
 Parishioner Perry Kippes of St. 

John's Rest Home made the 
trip to Vincent for the 

picnic. Perry compli-
mented the ladies 

of the parish on 
the good 
food. "The 
Vincent la-
dies are the 
best cooks in 
t h e 

world"! Kippes 
said with a grin 
of happiness 
from ear to 
ear. "I look 
forward to this 
every year," he added. Before Perry 
left to go home, the ladies of the par-
ish were happy to fill him a big plate 
of leftovers to take along. 
 Mass was at 7:00 p.m., so when 
the tower bell rang at 6:55 parishion-
ers moved from the picnic tables un-
der the trees to the church for Mass. 
After Mass the people went back out 
to the church grounds for cookies, 
leftovers, and refreshments. 
 This was truly a joyous time of 
country families gathering together! 
 The picnic drew to an end with 
the enjoyment of the beautiful sunset 
over Big Creek, as the sounds of chil-
dren playing and parishioners visiting 
and laughing filled the church 
grounds. 

by Randy Huser 
St. Boniface Parishioner 

Photos by Randy Huser 
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I  
 have mentioned a 
couple of times in the 
writings that I have 
done concerning steward-

ship that I really did not want to en-
ter into the concept of stewardship 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜπ
cause it is so often misunder-
stood. Too 

many people 
believe that stewardship is translated 
ŀǎ άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
hammered away at the idea that that 
is NOT what it is. But, even as I say 
that, I feel obliged to risk the possibil-
ity of misunderstanding and say very 
directly: I believe that the proper 
understanding of stewardship is ab-
solutely necessary for all of us. 

 Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ L Ŏŀƭƭ άǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇέ ǘƘŜ 
very essence of Christianity. I 
do not believe that we can be 
Christian and at the same time 
NOT give back to God in some 
capacity, whether it is by time 

or talent or our money. 
And, as I have said, I 

believe that this 
άƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ DƻŘέ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ 
giving of what we have on behalf of 
other people, whether it be here in a 
Church setting or outside of the 
Church settingτvolunteering or giv-
ing our money to people who 
need help. 
 Jesus is clear about serving 
others, and any knowledge of 
the Scriptures leads us to such a 
conclusion. For example, St. 
aŀǊƪΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΥ 
 Jesus summoned the twelve and 
said to them, "You know that those 
who are recognized as rulers over 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones make their author-
ity over them felt. But it shall not be 
so among you. Rather, whoever 
wishes to be great among you will 
be your servant; whoever wishes to 
be first among you will be the slave 
of all. For the Son of Man did not 
come to be served but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for 
many." (Mark 10:42-45). 
 In other words, we must learn 
and practice the concept of giving 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘπ
ŜǊǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ǿŜ 
really cannot call ourselves 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦέ 
 Such is the thought behind 
some famous quotes that 
have been made. The bottom 
line of these quotes is simply that 
ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΥ 
 G. K. Chesterton: "The Christian 
ideal has not been tried and found 
wanting; it has been found difficult 
and left untried." 
 C. I. Scofield: ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 
failed to follow her appointed path-
way of separation, holiness, heav-
enliness and testimony to an absent 
but coming Christ; she has turned 

aside from that purpose to the 

work of civilizing the world, building 
magnificent temples, and acquiring 
earthly power and wealth, and, in 
this way, has ceased to follow in the 
footsteps of Him who had nowhere 

to lay His 
ƘŜŀŘΦέ 
 C. S. Lewis: άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŀ 
hundred people who had lost their 
faith in Christianity, I wonder how 
many of them would turn out to 
have reasoned out of it by honest 
argument? Do not most people sim-
Ǉƭȅ ŘǊƛŦǘ ŀǿŀȅΚέ 
 Francois Arouet: ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛπ
ble time this is to be a Christian. The 
churches have failed and betrayed 
us, and the ministry preaches hate 
and murder. If there is a sane and 
reasoning voice in the Christian 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΦέ 
 There is no lack of criticism of 
people who claim to be living the 

Christian way, to be sure. If only 
you and I would be convinced 

that Christianity really is 
defined by be-

i n g 

a 
servant of oth-
ers, we might find our-
selves in a Christian revolution, one in 
which everyone of us would under-
stand how important God is to us and 
to others. Once we see and under-
stand that fact, we will find ourselves 
understanding the true meaning of 
stewardship. And the true meaning of 
Christianity.  

My Feelings About Stewardship  

by Fr. Mike Scully  
Pastor 
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W 
ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ ¢ǊƛŎƪ ƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ 
Victoria or a Victoria High School Homecoming 

Parade, Jan Brungardt is there representing the Parish 
and handing out candy to the youngsters. 

Left:  Two 
brightly dressed 

Trick or 
Treatõers, Joslyn 

and Mattyson 
Scheck, stroll 

away after 
securing some 

candy from Jan.  

Below: Janõs granddaughters, Presley and Riley, 
came in from Hoisington with her son, Bobby, and 
daughter-in-law, Christie, to scoop up some candy 
from Grandma at her Downtown Trick or Treat 
station on Main Street. 

Right: Jan gladly ran out to the curb to bring candy to 
Norman Scheckõs granddaughter who appeared to be 
enjoying her motorcycle ride to the Downtown Trick 
or Treat. 
 
Below: Jan rode in the bed of a truck driven by Joe 
Brungardt while throwing candy to the bystanders 
watching the Victoria High School Homecoming 
Parade on Friday, October 9. St. Fidelis Churchõs float 
in the parade was a replica of the church built in 1926 
by Herman òHamó and Albert Dreiling for the 50th 
jubilee of the arrival of the Volga Germans in Ellis 
County. 

Above:  Tyler Dreiling gets a 
hug from Jan after receiving his 

candy.  
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O 
n October 4, 
1909, the 
feast of Saint 
F r a n c i s , 

Bishop Cunningham of 
Concordia celebrated 
Mass and blessed the cor-
nerstone of  the 
ά/ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ of ǘƘŜ tƭŀƛƴǎΦέ 
Exactly 100 years later, Fr. Charles 
Polifka, Provincial of the Capuchin 
Province of Mid-America, and Fr. 
Mike Scully, Pastor of Saint Fidelis 
Church, concelebrated Mass and 
again blessed the cornerstone. 

Since the first 
M a s s 

c e l e -

brated in the Cathedral, a Capu-
chin Pastor has always led the 
ά/ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƛƴǎΦέ CǊΦ 
Charles initiated the idea for a 2 
1/2 ςyear celebration of the cen-
tennial of the building of the Ca-
thedral. 
 A congregation estimated at 
more than 300 enjoyed the music 
provided by the Cathedral Choir 
directed by Kathy Dreiling-Amrein 
and accompanied by organist, 
Leona Schulte. Benny Schulte ar-
ranged some of the music for the 
celebration before his death in 
2008. 
 After Mass, on this beautiful 
autumn morning, a committee of 
parishioners served a delicious 
luncheon of Chili, Chicken-Noodle, 
and Green Bean-Dumpling soups, 
along with sandwiches and des-
sert, in the Grade School Cafete-
ria. The entire Victoria community 
exemplified good stewardship 
with excellent cooperation in pre-
paring for and carrying out this 
event. The crowd renewed old 
acquaintances and reminisced 

about the history of the building 
of the Cathedral. 
 The Sisters of Hope, a group 
of seven women dressed in nuns 
habits, entertained the crowd 
with a show of contemporary and 
religious music, along with some 
comedy and dance routines. 
Some in the crowd commented 
that it reminded them of the Sis-
ters of St. Agnes who taught for 
so many years in the Victoria 
schools. The Sisters of 
Hope, from Hope, Kan-
sas, received a standing 
ovation for their per-
formance. 
 This celebra-
tion was the 
second of four 
events to com-
memorate the 
centennial of 
the building of 
the Cathe-
dral. A cele-
bration of 
the First 
Ringing of the 

òTherefore, thus says the Lord God. See, I am laying 
a stone in Zion, a stone that has been tested. A 
precious cornerstone as a foundation; he who puts 
his faith in it shall not be shaken.ó  

 Isaiah 28:16 

Story by Ivan Werner 
Centennial Committee Chairman 


